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TLOVE OF GOD AND NEIGHBOR

Let there be no mistake about it — God is a good God — a holy God — an omnipotent God — a God Who is love itself.
He, as God, literally demands (with full justice) our love — all our love. Even though He demands our love, it remains for
us to desire to love Him with all our mind — we must think to love Him with all our strength and intention and with all
our will, which is to desire to love Him with an abiding and unfaltering desire. Our love for Him must be pure, and,
being pure, our love for Him becomes the summit of all the gifts we can give Him. In return, we can be certain of His
love for us. God loves us so much that He sent His Son — His only Son — to us with the single purpose of being our
redemption and salvation. The single purpose of the coming to earth of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity was to
save our souls. Christ did not leave His place in Heaven and come to earth with the purpose to crush souls — poor sinning
souls. He did not come to destroy any soul in danger. He did not bring about danger in order to trap souls in their
misfortune. He came to remove stumbling blocks, not to place weights on weak souls — weights too heavy to carry. He
does not have it in His Sacred Heart to crush or humiliate any soul who has fallen, but it is His certain effort to re-
establish such a soul in His grace and His love. It is understood that any fallen soul must cooperate with the graces given
him and direct the strength of his desire to return and to retrace his steps toward the merciful love of God. A soul who
loves God as he ought cannot but keep his eyes fixed on Him. The very desire of the soul to love God is itself an act of
love.

It is not sufficient for a soul to perform actions of love and to gather and offer up with love bouquets of small
sacrifices and small acts of virtue. The soul must make a positive effort to give life to every instant of life with love. It is
one thing to be a virtuous person; it is quite another thing to be a person of virtue. It is one thing to speak of love; it is
quite another thing to know love. The act of love must spring from the heart, for it is the heart that loves, with the
greatest possible intensity. Such love cannot be, indeed it must not be, motivated by fear — fear of a God who imposes
difficulties. Love that is motivated by fear is not love at all — it is slavery!

Man was created to love God. Man was created to serve God. Man was created to be with God for all eternity.
When such ones love God and serve God and live out their lives according to the precepts laid down by His
Commandments, such ones are entitled to the glory and joy of heaven. Heaven will be given to them, not only out of
love, but out of justice as well. .

To live a life of love means to see to it that love truly becomes the very life, the very being, of the soul, of the heart,
of the mind. It means that we must love with all our strength — all of our energy must always be employed in loving
God. This is the precept handed down to us by Our Lord. “As the Father hath loved Me, so also have I loved you. Abide
in My love.” To abide signifies a continuous action; in love means not just in the simple state of grace, but in affective
and effective love. It means a spiritual health condition of the soul. It is a condition, not just a simple habit of gathering
up bouquets of spiritually meritorious activities or actions or prayers.

With strong emphasis we point out that this way of living is best realized by those who live in monasteries and
convents. The atmosphere conducive to such a life is best found in monasteries and convents. But not everybody can
live in such restricted places. What about those who do not have a religious vocation. Most people are not called to
religious life. Most people are forced by circumstances to live life in the jungle of the marketplace. How then are the
vast numbers of people whose will is good and who give the salvation of their soul top priority, how are they to fulfill
the desires of their heart? The same demand applies to all and all must adhere to this demand by the fervor of the will,
not by sentiment and cushy feelings. The ones in the marketplace need have little concern as to how this precept is to be
fulfilled by them. It is obvious that they are constantly surrounded by the countless exigencies that accompany even the
most trivial of works met with in the earning of their bread and in the ordinary day in the streets of the world. Is there
hope for this vast family of God? Most absolutely and certainly so. Salvation for the ones on the street is as much
desired for them as it is desired for the man or woman who lives in a monastic enclosure. All must live amidst the
various distractions caused by their countless daily occupations. It must be understood that this cannot but be SO! mmmjp-




