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~LENTEN PREPARATION~

The Christmas Season is almost over, and we are about to enter the very important Season of Lent,
The usual custom for Ient is to make "resolutions" - things we plan to do or things we plan not to do.
As good as this custom may seem, it fails in most cases to have a lasting effect, and as soon as Lent
is over most people go back to their usual habits. This year, rather than make resolutions, let us use
the Season of Ient as a period for self examination. Let us take the time to investigate the true
quality of our Faith; let us investigate the quality of our Catholicism; let us investigate the true
quality of our TRADITTONAL CATHOLICISM. Iet us ask ourslves the question: VWhy do I profess Traditional
Raman Catholicism? It is said of the great St. Bernard that every morning he asked himself the questionY
"Bernard, why did you come here?" Monks and nuns are taught to ask themselves the same question as they
travel through their daily lives as monastics. We call ourselves Traditional Raman Catholics, and the
sound of the words comforts us and we get wam feelings. But we rust go beyond feelings - and above all
things we must not became victims of EMOTIONALISM! Good feeling is not enough to bring us salvation.
Observance of a traditional worship service - THE MASS ~ is wonderful, but it is far from being enough.
At this point, once again, we come face to face with the difficult word: "CONVERSIO"! If we do not turn
around, if we do not ACTIVELY work to change our inner selves, the Mass, alone, is not enough to bring
us to the place of salvation. Therefore, let us ask ourselves same serious questions, questions that
should indicate to us the quality of our Catholicism.

1. Why do I come here? tVhy do I came to a Traditional Mass Service rather than to a Modern Service?
2.

6. What, exactly, does the TRANSUBSTANTIATION mean to me? Do I profoundly desire to accept it and
believe it? Do I cloak the Transubstantiation with certain cloaks of symbolism? Do I realize that
as a practicing Catholic I must fully accept and believe the Transubstantiation? “What does the
term: "Sacrifice of the Mass™ mean to me?

7. AmI conscientiously striving to learn and to live authentic Catholic Experience in myself, and am I
teaching the same to my children - or is my Catholicism an expression of unsubstantiated preferences?

8. Do I understand the necessity of the virtue of HUMILITY in the develomment of all Virtue?

9. Do I teach HUMILITY by word and exarple to my children, or do I spoon feed them the delicacies of
catholic elitism? Am I a traditional Roman catholic elitist?

10. How often do I go to Confession? Do I properly prepare myself for Confession? Do I KNOW HOW TO GO
TO CONFESSION? Am I willing to learn the proper way to go to Confession? Do I feel profound
sorrow for my sins? Is my Confession mechanical? thy do I go to Confession?

11. Do I really understand what prayer is? Vhat is my attitude in prayer? What is the quality of nmy

12, Do I want to be Holy? as my Divine Lord and Saviour SHOWED my how to be Holy? ("Learn of Me")
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