First Sunday in Advent
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2000 is the Feast Day of Saint Nicholas (Bishop of Myra in Asia
Minor). He was and continues to be a beloved Saint - especially of the children. In

many parts St. Nicholas once upon a time visited with and talked with the little

children on the evening before (December 5) and then left little goodies for the

children. This is no longer possible - that is the little visits - so now he passes

quickly through the houses, and each place he finds a tiny shoe, or little basket, he

places the goodies in it, and then passes quickly on to the next house where good little
children live. He was a wonderful Saint and he loved to do good things, and everywhere

he visited he left the people feeling wonderful and full of joy, and everybody waited
anxiously for his next visit on December 6 - next year. In the meantime, the children

behave properly in honor of the love of the good St. Nicholas. Later in life, the little
ones find out that St. Nicholas is an elder family member, the knowledge does not really
cause any shock or harm. The thrill of the beautiful childhood excited custom is retained in
the memory of many who have grown old and grey, and it remains to the days of old age - - in
all of its beauty and fantasy. The old folks enjoy St. Nicholas very much - also. A little
party on St. Nicholas Day is always wonderful and it pleases St. Nicholas very much.




