Christ the King Abbey.

(Traditional Benedictines)
Cullman Alabama ' >
Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel Every Sunday St Pius V Chapel
M(ml;inmcl'_\f Alabama 6:00 AM. and 10:00 A.M. ) 9:30 AM.
10:45 AM. 6:00 AM. Daily Every Sunday except
Only on First Sunday Holy Days First Sunday of ecach month
of each month 6:00 A.M.; 8:00 A.M.: 7:00 P.M.
(St Francis of Assisi Chapel) .

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Weekly Bulletin # 635

September 24, 2000 - - - Green :
Mass of Sunday - Gl; Cr; Pref Trin

CATHOLIC EXPERIENCE - - HOLINESS OF LIFE
PARTS

n in His own image and likeness. God is humility! God ig purlty! God
is ingggegig? mgod is obediencelg God is holiness! GOD IS TRUTH! It was 1n.the Mind of
God that He make man in His own image and likeness. God wanted man tq'be ng Eost won-
derful creation, and it was His wish that man shcu1§ ?eflect back to Him all t e Quali-
ties that He saw in Himself. God wanted to see humility. God wanted to see purity.
God wanted to see innocence. God wanted to see obedienge. God wante@ to see holiness.
God wanted to see Truth. So much did God want, to see his own reflect10n§ in man, that
He reserved the heights of Heaven as a reward for those in whom He.saw His reflection.
Those who failed to reflect the divine reflection - the unhol —'s1mp1y could not be
admitted to the citizenry of the Divine Family. God grants tEe joys of heaven ONLY to
those who deserve such a reward. That is why He - from the very first moment - placed
man under test, and forbade man to eat of the Fruit of the Tree:it was a trial for man.

Unfortunately, the very first of God's human creatures fell - both of them - and they
approached the Tree that was in the center of the Garden, and which was forbidden to them,
and they ate of its fruit, They did not eat of the fruit of the Forbidden Tree, simply
because they did not love God, They loved God very much, indeed. They ate of the fruit .-
at the promptings of Satan - because of their unjustifiable aspiration after excellence
that was not their due. It was suggested to them that they would be like God and that
they would then know the difference between Good and Evil. They followed Lucifer as the
bringer of light and wisdom, and looked to him in their desire to ascend to knowledge.

No longer tied down by the chains of ignorance, they would be free of all of its burdens.
They would be like God, and since they would be like God, they would have no need for the
help of anyone in their ascent to self fulfillment. To begin with, pride prompted
Lucifer. Later, with Lucifer's help, pride prompted man to take over the properties and
the rights and the knowledge and the privileges that belong only to the Almighty Creator--
to God. The power of pride was all Lucifer and man really wanted. It isg interesting to
note that in neither case did pride inspire any ambition in them to follow in the pattern
of the holiness of the Almighty Creator,

On the day he ate of the forbidden fruit, man started on a course that he - -
was unable to chapge: As.a consequence, the entire purpose of God's Creation wasmggmpletel
frustrated. 1In His infinite wisdom and knowledge, God had a solution, a solution so Y
wgnggrful thﬁt on Easter EVﬁ we sing out loudly and with great joy, and we call the fault
o 'd.am -1- OH HA?PY FAULT" - and thus we have JESUS CHRIST. Jesus Christ gave man the
§:;u;n%8pt§2,8322¥;g§ ?izdtgﬁagafh So Eake thgt would lead him back to the Garden Gate.
€ads to our Creator. The life that Jesus lived i h
House of Nazareth was the WAY; the teaching of Christ in the few i lie 11
3:: tbe TRUTH; and the tyo combined gave LIFE. The time our LordyggzgtOanézz§EZ%;cwi;f:6
Y ilmportant. It wag lmportant because the example of the Nazareth way of living is
)

as we have mentioned before, so ver i
: : Y easy to live, and so much in conformi
of life proper to the Garden of Eden. Tragically enough, as man foundoth;tzayig? i?%ewgz

» 80 does man find the way of 1ife as lived



