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SEPTUAGESIMA

Today is QUINOUAGESIMA SUNDAVY, and as indicated 1ast'week, the Church uses the
Brieviary Office of Matins to give additional instruction. Today we look at
the life and affairs of our Father Abraham.
When the waters of the deluge had subsided and mankind had once mor peopled the
earth, man fell back into his old habits of idolatrv and sin. God, was ferced, vet
another time, to find ONE MAN that He felt He could count on, and that man was
Abraham. God determined to find a new people, a peonle who would preserve Hls|Sac—
red Truths. This new people was to originate from one man - Abraham. Abraham's
faith and devotedness merited for him that he should be chosen to be the father of
the children of God, the head of that spiritual family to which belong all the elect
of both the old and the new Testament. He was to be the father and model of all
future believers. It isnecessary that we should know Abraham, our father and our
model. This is his grand characteristic: fidelity to God, submissiveness to His
commands, abandonment and sacrifice of everything (even of his only son Isaac) in
order to obey God's holy willl When God called him he left all things - his country,
his kindred, his father's house - and he went into an unknown land. God lead him,
and that was his total desire as he felt the Power that nlanted his feet - one step
after the other. He feared no difficultv, and he never once looked back to that
which he had left behind. Everything that God wanted was to be built around
Abraham, and it was around him that our first parents, Moses and David, and all the
just, including poor Lazarus, received their rest and happiness and securitv.
 If we are to be the children of Abraham we must, as the Church tells us during
Septuagesima, we must look upon ourselves as exiles on this earth, and we must dwell
by hope and desire for our true country, from which we are now banished. We must
have an abiding conviction of our not having here a lasting city, and of the misery
and DANGER we incur when we forget that death is one dav - - LIKE A THIEF IN THE
NIGHT - - going to separate us from evervthing we possess and consider important in
this life! EVERVTHING will be left behind!
How far from being true children of Abraham are those Christians wh
and the two following days in intemperance, sex, violence,
is soon to be upon us! How wrong is this frame of mind!
Yet, let us who are mindful of our ancestors,

o spend today
dissipation because Lent

farewell to the ordinary wav of living that Lent is about to interrunt. In our own
time, a joyous shrovetide is not to be condemned, rather it should be fostered, pro-
vided the Christian sentiment of the apnroaching holy season of Lent be strong
quugh to check every excess. A lovelv meal on the evening before Ash Wedneséav
with the entire family in attendance to enjoy it, is certainly in keeping with éoerv
thought that is good and wholesome. Let not the original intention of an innocent -
custom bgcome berverted, and let us keep it well in nind, that whatever the cele-

r Joyvous farewell to our usual ease and comfort that
will have to be put aside i s i >

T from abstinence and fasting and add-
: » and, for one reason or another, evade every penitential
exercise proper for those days of the year's most solemn reminder of our true pur-
pose on earth. If we forget, rselves on Faster Dav
as weighed @own by the same guilt and debt of our sins as we were on Ash Vednesav
The promptings of the world - the promptings of those who live and work around us
will always be a source of distraction to us, Should we, as true children of our
Fatber Abrahgm permit any such distractions to keen us from the nerformance of our
duties, we will always be an uneasy lot! To leave the time of Lent in the same

condition of soul that was ours when we entered the tj £ : inni
‘ > lme of Lent's beginnin wo
be a shameful waste of Precious time! ) o & ks

REMEMBER, MAN, THAT THOU ART DUST, AND UNTO DUST THOU SHALL RETURN




