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O Lord, uphold us and
Mass of Holy Innocents Gl; Cr; Pref. Nativity; Comm. Nativity our absent brethren.

The Circumcision of Our Lord
Thursday, January 1, 2009 - Holyday of Obligation

The My‘stery Which is Jesus Christ

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and let us see this word that is come to pass which the Lord hath showed to us.

“And they came with haste; and they found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in the manger. And all that
heard wondered, and at those things that were told them by the shepherds.”

Why were these men called before all others to worship the new-born Child? They were a simple and docile
men — sheepherders. They were uneducated and certainly not at all sophisticated people and members of any upper
class of society. They were truly a lowly breed. Nevertheless they were the very first to be invited to come to see
the New Baby and, merciful heavens, who were the ones who invited them but the angels of heaven. They were a
patient group and they suffered the roughest hardships of their rough lives. The Holy Child, therefore, would teach
us His first important lesson — that poverty and honest ignorance are not to be despised or to be ashamed of it. It is
a very painful way of life, because it puts out of our reach the comforts, conveniences and amusements which
make life pleasant. We care far too much for these things. An apple was too great a temptation for Adam and Eve,
and nice things in the shape of food, dress, scents, bodily enjoyment of every kind, are often too much for us, their
children. Not that pleasant things are bad. If bad, it is because WE MADE THEM BAD. A life of ease and self-
indulgence, in which such things abound, is always a dangerous life, because the body never says: “It is enough.”
The body is always ready to indulge itself at the expense of the soul, and to get what it wants it will not stop at sin.
We have to distrust it and to be on the watch always. This is why the poor are safer by far than the very rich, if only
they bear their privations patiently.

Our Lord came on earth to show us the safest way to heaven, and to show us in the best of ways, BY
EXAMPLE, — the example of the Divine way on earth, and He began His work the very night He was born. The
shepherds were quick to see that if Christ could suffer cold and privation, so could they.
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.N.B.: There will be NO Catechism classes after Mass until the second Sunday of January, 2009.

Thursday, January 1, 2009, is the Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord and is a Holy Day of

Obligation. Masses in the Abbey Church will be ONLY at 6:00 AM and 10:00 AM. .

‘3. Next Sunday, January 4, 2009, is the first Sunday of January. Therefore there will be NO Mass at St. Pius V

Chapel in Birmingham next Sunday.
4. Thursday January 1, 2009, because of the Mass schedule of the day their will be no morning First Thursday

Holy Hour. The afternoon Holy Hour from 3:30 to 4:30 PM will be held as usual.

Friday January 2, 2009 First Friday adoration begin at 10:00AM

Saturday January 3, 2009 First Saturday Masses 6:00 AM 8:00 AM

Please do not forget to pray, every day, for our sick and for all who have asked for our prayer,

especially during this holy season of Christmas.

8. Please take special note of the Epiphany blessing found in today’s bulletin. Of all the times this blessing
is most pertinent this year. May God in His infinite mercy bless your homes and your house and keep
from you all the evils that lurk all around and about you everywhere and everyday. May the three Wise
Men bless you and protect you throughout the whole year.

5. MASSES FOR THE WEEK: (Father Abbot Leonard’s schedule only)

NN &
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SUNDAY: For the People of our Chapels
MONDAY: Dec. Valentina Peterka
TUESDAY: Dec. George Nordmann

WEDNESDAY: Dec. Marguerite McGill
THURSDAY: For the Monks and Nuns arnid Oblates
FRIDAY: Special Int. Joseph Westrick
SATURDAY: Special Int. Paul Roy Family
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May the New Year AD 2009 be a peaceful one for you, for us,
and for all mankind. May all mankind turn to God to find peace -
that peace which only He can give.
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- The most efficient way of forming a child’s heart to virtue and piety is
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to cause in the heart of that child the love of God to predominate over the fear of God.
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+ 4 + THE CEREMONY FOR THE BLESSING OF EPIPHANY CHALK + + +

(Epiphany Chalk is used to write the inscription over all the doors of one’s house. Soft classroom chalk of any color is best for
writing on varnished or painted surfaces. A priest should bless the chalk on Epiphany Day, before the celebration of the main Mass
of the day, using the following Blessing, which is taken from the Roman Ritual.)

¥. Behold, the Lord, fhe ruler is come; and the kingdom is in His hand, and power, and dominion.
O God, with Your judgment endow the king, and with Your justice, the king’s son.

Glory be to the Father ... K. As it was in the beginning ...  (Repeat the above: Behold, the Lord ...)

All nations shall serve Him.  R. A/l nations shall serve Him.

Nations shall walk by Your light, and kings by Your shining radiance. ~ R. 4/l nations shall serve Him.

All from Saba shall come, bringing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the Lord. ~ R. All nations...
Rise up in splendor, Q.Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord shines upon you. K. A/l nations shall serve Him.

We have seen His star in the East, and have come with gifts to worship the Lord. ~ R. 4/l nations shall serve Him.
The kings of Tharsis and the Isles shall offer gifts; the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring tribute.

All kings shall pay Him homage; all nations shall serve Him.  R. A/l nations shall serve Him.

XXX

Priest: LET US PRAY:

O Lord God, bless ¥ this chalk which Thou hast created, that it may be helpful to mankind; and grant that through the
invocation of Thy most holy Name all those who use this chalk or with it write over the doors of their houses the names of Thy
Saints, Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, may by their merits and intercession receive health of body and protection of soul. Through
Christ Our Lord. Amen.  (Priest now sprinkles chalk with Holy Water.)

(Later that day - or any day within the Octave of the Feast of the Epiphany - at home, the ceremony is completed by a priest or
the father or senior member of the family. The following prayer is said once and at the main entrance of the house. All the family
members should be present, and should accompany the priest or the head of the family as he or she goes from door to door -
everyone keeping a respectful silence, or better yet, reciting the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary.)

+ + + THE CEREMONY FOR THE EPIPHANY BLESSING OF THE HOME + + +

Peace to my house. R. A4nd to all who live here.

The father of the just will exult with glee; let your father and mother have joy. K. 4/l nations shall serve Him.
Happy they who dwell in Your House, O Lord! Continually they praise You. R. All nations shall serve Him.
Blessed is the man who hears me and who watches daily at rhy gates and at the post of my doors.  R. 4/l nations ...
O Lord, hear my prayer.  R. And let my cry come unto You.

ol

Father: LET US PRAY:

Hear us, O Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Eternal God, and send Thy Holy Angel from Heaven to watch over, cherish, protect,
be with, and defend all who live in my house. I call upon Your Saints, Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, to protect my family and my
home from every harm and danger, and I place the marks of their holy names over the doors of my home to remain there as a
constant reminder to us and to all who enter here that my house is truly a house of the Lord.

O God, make the door of my house wide enough to receive all who need human love and companlonshxp, narrow enough to
shut out all envy, pride, and strife. Make its threshold smooth enough to be no stumbling block to children, nor to straying feet, but
rugged and strong enough to turn back the tempter’s power.

O God, make the door of my house the gateway to Thy eternal Kingdom. I ask these things in the Name of Jesus Christ Thy

AW nations shall serve tin
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Those who are to be confirmed should select a Saint's name, and present it to the Bishop at the time of
Confirmation. Special cards will be. issued for this purpose on the day itself. The nome of the Saint, as well
as the official name of the person being confirmed, should be PRINTED in clear print.

During the Mass no places will be reserved. At.the time of the ceremony, all those receiving
Confirmation will approach as for going to Holy Communion, however, all the gentlemen will, line up on
the St. Joseph Chapel side of the center aisle, while,’all the ladies will line up on the Lady Chapel side of
the center aisle, and approach the Bishop one at a time.

Private sponsors are not possible, and therefore private sponsors are not permitted.

Carefully check the above list of names. If there is an' omission or any other error, please notify the
Abbot (in person} immediately. If anyone is unsure about the reception of the Sacrament, please notify
the Abbot (in person) immediately.

Those asking for conditional reception of confirmation, please contact the Abbot immediately.

H_IMPORTANT NOTICEE ™=

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be administered for those in regular attendance at our
traditional Roman Catholic Chapels in Alabama, here in our Abbey Church, on January 25, 2009. The
matter of the reception of the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation remains the obligation and
responsibility of the father and mother of the one to be administered to. The grandparents are not the
responsible parties, nor are they the ones to make the arrangements, since they are not the ones
responsible before God for the upbringing of the child. it is most necessary and important that at least
one of the PARENTS of the child to be Baptized or Confirmed regularly attend one of our Chapels.
For justifiable reasons, if the request for Baptism or Confirmation comes from elsewhere other than our
own Chapels, then the PARENTS (NOT the grandparents) must submit a statement in writing from the
priest in charge of the their traditional Chapel, stating that they - the parents - regularly attend the
specified Chapel, and that he (the priest) is in agreement with the Sacrament being administered here at
Christ the King Abbey in Alabama. If this cannot be verified, PLEASE DO NOT ASK.

Baptismal Certificates are necessary for the reception of Confirmation and must be presented
BEFORE any arrangements are made. Unexpected arrivals should not expect to be admitted to the
Sacrament of Confirmation.

- If the above rules cannot be honored, PLEASE DO NOT ASK




